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I understand the Committee deferred consideration of the Homeless Persons (Unsuitable 
Accommodation) (Scotland) Amendment (Coronavirus) Order 2020 (SSI 2020/268) until 15 
September. I wished to provide an update on behalf of Local Government on this matter 
inform the considerations of the Committee. The Committee will want to be aware of the work 
undertaken by Local Government as we continue to meet the challenges presented by the 
pandemic, while recovering and re-building our communities. 
 
The Committee are likely to be aware that the supply of suitable temporary and permanent 
accommodation has been a challenge for local authorities throughout the pandemic. The 
public health measures and legislation put in place in the early stages of the pandemic to 
minimise the spread of COVID-19 meant that house moves were delayed. This significantly 
impacted on the supply of local authority accommodation, as tenants who had been scheduled 
or planning to move have not done so. Further, given the lockdown restrictions, the need for 
additional PPE and health and safety measures, void and empty properties have not been 
processed at the same rate as they would normally be. The health and wellbeing of both 
tenants and members of our workforce have been a priority, and therefore repairs and 
maintenance operations have been delayed. Scottish Government and COSLA developed 
guidance in an attempt to support the housing sector to overcome such issues. It has been a 
really challenging period for all but those most affected are some of the most vulnerable in our 
communities. Local Government have continued efforts to secure suitable forms of temporary 
accommodation to enable longer stays, taking innovative approaches and working closely with 
individuals and families to try to provide the support they need.  
 
The introduction of the Unsuitable Accommodation Order legislation was planned for May 
2021. Bringing this forward by one year, in the midst of a global pandemic, has been incredibly 
challenging. It was undoubtedly the right thing to do, and Local Government continues to be 
supportive of this, however the supply of temporary accommodation which meets the 
standards would have been challenging even at the intended introduction date. Local 
Government therefore welcomed the extension to the UAO until January 2021 in order that 
this could be used to ensure councils could do their best to support the most vulnerable in our 
communities, being innovative in their approaches and ensure efforts are focused on 
supporting tenants to move on as quickly as possible from unsuitable accommodation. If the 
order was not extended, the efforts of local authorities may be diverted from this focus to 
concerns around legal action. In the short term, these challenges will remain independent of 
what the legislation is, therefore the efforts must remain on providing for the needs of our 
communities. 
 
In recognition of the ongoing challenges, COSLA, Scottish Government and ALACHO have 
worked closely together since June to enhance the protections available to tenants in 
temporary accommodation. Draft guidance has been developed and significant developments 
have been made to work towards ending the use of temporary accommodation.  
 
The construction industry was obviously impacted by the public health restrictions which has 
meant a delay in a number of new build projects. A range of measures have been taken to 
increase available homes, including changes in the use of Affordable Housing Supply 
Programme, purchase of second hand stock, and working with the Scottish Empty Homes 
Partnership. This demonstrates the commitment shared across Scottish Government and 
Local Government and will make a significant impact, however it will take time to achieve an 
increase in supply. 
 
The issue of funding and resource is important, however the challenges have been presented 
by the pandemic and associated public health measures and legislation restricting and 
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delaying progress on increasing supply, processing voids, and people moving house. Further, 
the Scottish Housing Regulator monthly COVID-19 data returns show a slowing down in the 
processing of accommodation due to the pandemic and a high number of staff furloughed for 
a period by Registered Social Landlords. The various parts of the housing system are 
interrelated and dependent on each other, and the Committee will want to be mindful of this 
and not creating additional pressures on the system.  
 
 
Finally, I would like to reassure the Committee that Local Government remains committed to 
providing suitable accommodation to individuals who need it, and the needs of our most 
vulnerable citizens are at the forefront of our considerations. This has been an incredibly 
challenging period and it is important that Local Government can continue to work with 
partners to focus on recovering and re-building our communities. 
 
I hope this letter is useful in informing the Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 


